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LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL

COMHAIRLE CHONTAE AN LONGFOIRT

Minutes of September Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on

Wednesday, 14th September 2016 at 4.00 p.m.

____________________________________________________________________

PRESIDING:


Councillor Mick Cahill, Cathaoirleach.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –  Paraic Brady, John Browne, 





Seamus Butler,  Micheál Carrigy, Mark Casey,





John Duffy, Gerard Farrell, Padraig Loughrey,




Martin Mulleady, Colm Murray, Peggy Nolan, Pat O’Toole, 



P.J. Reilly, Paul Ross, Mae Sexton and Gerry Warnock.  
IN ATTENDANCE:    
Mr. Paddy Mahon, Chief Executive.





Mr. John Brannigan, Director of Services.




Mr. John McKeon, Head of Finance.




Ms. Barbara Heslin, Director of Services.





Deputy Kevin “Boxer” Moran.

APOLOGY:


Councillor Luie McEntire.
MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS.

Councillor P. Nolan proposed and Councillor M. Carrigy seconded that Standing Orders be suspended.
Councillor Nolan stated that she had submitted the following two Notices of Motions for the September meeting of the Council but that, on the direction of the Executive, they had been omitted from the Agenda  -

“I call on Longford County Council to host a Reception to honour the wonderful success of the Longford Rose Caroline Doyle for promoting Longford and achieving success in the Dome in the 2016 Rose of Tralee Contest." 
“That the incoming Garda Superintendent to Longford, Jim Delaney be invited to make a presentation at the next Joint Policing Committee meeting scheduled for 10th October.”
On the proposal of Councillor Nolan seconded by Councillor G. Farrell it was unanimously agreed that all Notices of Motions, as submitted by Councillors, be included on the Agenda for Council meetings.
ADOPTION OF MINUTES.

Amendment to Minutes of Annual Meeting of Longford County Council held on the

29th June 2016.

Election of Cathaoirleach:

It was proposed by Councillor S. Butler and seconded by Councillor M. Cahill that Councillor Mick Cahill be elected Cathaoirleach of the Council  -

should have read

It was proposed by Councillor S. Butler and seconded by Councillor P. O’Toole that Councillor Mick Cahill be elected Cathaoirleach of the Council should have read

On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor M. Mulleady, the Minutes of Annual Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 29th June 2016, as circulated and amended, were confirmed and adopted.

On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor C. Murray, the Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 13th July 2016, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.

On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor C. Murray, the Minutes of Special “In Committee” Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 28th July 2016, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.

The Cathaoirleach welcomed Deputy Kevin ‘Boxer’ Moran to the meeting.

MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.

None.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE ORDERS.

The summary of Chief Executive Orders, as circulated, was noted.

MONTHLY MANAGEMENT REPORT.

The Monthly Management Report, as circulated, was noted.
Heating in Housing Estate, Park Road, Longford.

In reply to a query from Councillor J. Browne regarding the district heating problems in houses at Park Road, Longford, J. Brannigan confirmed that the costs of replacing this  system will be borne by the Department of the Housing, Planning, Community & Local Government.
MINUTES OF CORPORATE POLICY GROUP MEETING.

The adopted minutes of Corporate Policy Group meeting held on the 8th June 2016 were noted.

HOUSING, INFRASTRUCTURE, ENVIRONMENT & EMERGENCY SERVICES.
Minutes of Housing Services Strategic Policy Committee meeting held on 9th May 2016.

The adopted Minutes of Housing Services Strategic Policy Committee meeting held on 
9th May 2016, as circulated, were noted.

Minutes of Infrastructural and Environmental Strategic Policy Committee meeting held on 13th  May 2016.

The adopted Minutes of Infrastructural and Environmental Strategic      Policy Committee meeting held on 13th  May 2016, as circulated, were noted. 

Briefing by the Office of Public Works on the Catchment Flood Risk Management (CFRAM) Draft Flood Risk Management Plans (FRMP).

Mark  Adamson, OPW gave a presentation to the meeting on the National CFRAM Programme – Catchment Flood Risk Assessment and Management Plans, which he stated is the largest study of its kind undertaken in Ireland.  The plan sets out medium-long term plan for Flood Risk Management in Ireland.  The draft plans under the Catchment Flood Risk Assessment and Management Programme are currently the subject of public consultation.  

Mark replied to queries raised by the members on the following issues  -

· Protection for the railway.

· Protection for agricultural land as an asset.

· Protection for rural dwellers.

· Protection for the Mall in Longford town

· Removal of the footbridge at the disused Shopping Centre.

· Cost of the preparation of the Report.

Submissions under the Public Consultation Period ends on the 23rd September 2016 and the submissions from Councils are due by the 17th October 2016.  Mark encouraged the members to make submissions regarding the Draft Plan as input is critical to the success of the Plans.

It was agreed that submissions made by the members should also be forwarded to John Brannigan, Director of Services, who will collate same on behalf of the Local Authority and submit to the OPW.

It was noted that the final Plan will be forwarded to Longford County Council for consideration and the Council may adopt the Plan within three months.
Disposal of Rural House at Bunlahy Ballinalee, Co. Longford
Councillor Michael Carrigy declared an interest in this item.

On the proposal of Councillor Martin Mulleady seconded by Councillor P.J. Reilly, it was unanimously agreed to dispose of property at Bunlahy, Ballinalee,  Co. Longford to 
Mr. Pauric Brady and Ms. Denise Murtagh in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 25th August 2016.
Recommendation from the Infrastructure & Environment Strategic Policy Committee.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Carrigy seconded by Councillor G. Farrell, it was unanimously agreed to adopt the following recommendation from the Infrastructure & Environmental Strategic Policy Committee  -

"That a letter be sent to the Department of Social Protection in relation to having Attachment Orders for the payment of fines for illegal dumping included on Social Welfare payments.”

Notices of Motions.
It was agreed to take the following two Notices of Motions together  -

Signage for Events/Festivals.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Mulleady and seconded by Councillor M. Carrigy -
“That Longford County Council examines the policy regarding planning permission for signage, especially for events/festivals inside our County.  There should be a window of at least two weeks for signage to be erected and taken down after our events/festivals.”

Signage for Events/Festivals and “Cars for Sale” Stickers.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Sexton and seconded by

Councillor P. Brady  -
"That Longford County Council reviews the Byelaws governing the placing of temporary 

event/business signs on roads and consider the policy regarding the "cars for sale" stickers on 

the back of national road signs."

It was agreed to refer these two Notices of Motions to the Infrastructural and Environmental Services Strategic Policy Committee for consideration.
Continuation of M4 from Mullingar.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Mulleady and seconded by Councillor G. Farrell –

“That Longford County Council starts work on finalising the Mullingar to Longford route so that when funding becomes available, the M4 is ready to construct and finish to Longford.”

It was agreed that the continuation of the dual carriageway from Mullingar be given priority at the yearly meeting with Transport Infrastructure Ireland later in the year.
Councillor Mulleady proposed and Councillor M. Sexton seconded that a letter be forwarded to the affected counties west of County Longford which would benefit from this project.

Children at Play Signs.
It was agreed to take the following two Notices of Motions together  -

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Mulleady and seconded by Councillor G. Warnock  -

 “That Longford County Council provides an update regarding Children at Play signs in the context of child safety."

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor G. Warnock and seconded by Councillor M. Mulleady  -

“That Longford County Council via the Infrastructure & Environment Strategic Policy 

Committee, review current arrangements and develop policy to allow applications to be made 

by residents, particularly in rural areas, to apply to Longford County Council for placement 

of “Children At Play” signs in areas where it is felt by residents that there is a potential safety 

concern due to increased road usage following residential development.”

It was agreed to refer the issue of the provision of “Children at Play” signs to the Infrastructural and Environmental Services Strategic Policy Committee for consideration.

In reply to a query from Councillor M. Sexton regarding the issue of the illegal speeding of cars on local roads, J. Brannigan stated that this is an issue for Garda enforcement.

Councillor J. Duffy requested that the provision of speed ramps in housing estates be considered by the Infrastructural and Environmental Services and Housing Services Strategic Policy Committee.
Natural Gas Pipeline Network.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Ross and seconded by Councillor P. Nolan –
"That Longford County Council seeks a meeting with the Minister with responsibility for 
Natural Resources, to ensure that the Natural Gas Pipeline Network be brought to County 
Longford and has the capacity to service the entire County and, that the network be continued 
to other large towns in the County." 
The members agreed to Councillor Ross’s Motion .  

J. Brannigan confirmed to the meeting that the demand for potential gas usage would be 

determined through the Local Enterprise Office and that this information will support 

future negotiations with Gas Networks Ireland.
LIS and CIS Schemes.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Carrigy and seconded by 

Councillor J. Duffy –

“That Longford County Council requests the Minister of Transport to provide specific 
funding for LIS and CIS Schemes in next year's Roads Programme.”

It was agreed that a letter be forwarded to the Minister for Transport, Tourism & Sport
FINANCE & INFORMATION SYSTEMS.

Public Liability Claims.

It was noted that four public liability claims were received during July and August 2016.
Local Property Tax Variation in accordance with the provisions of Section 20 of the Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012.

Mr. J. McKeon, Head of Finance, gave a comprehensive presentation regarding the Local Property Tax Variation in accordance with the provisions of Section 20 of the Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012 –
· Influencing Factors.

· Budget 2017 Timelines.

· Budgetary Challenges for 2017.

· Preliminary estimate of Capital & Current Income & Expenditure.

· Financial Position as at 30th June 2016.

· County Longford LPT Figures at July 2016 -  Longford/National Allocation.

· Valuation Band Mix – Longford County Council.

· Effect of Current 3% Reduction on Property Owners.

· Effect of Full 15% LPT Rate Increase or Decrease.

· Annual Effect on Property Owners of different % Variations within Band Type.

· Impact of Variation on the LPT Revenue during the next Financial Year.

· Financial Impact of Variation by Percentile on Property Owner.

· Financial Impact of Variation by Percentile.

· Financial Impact of Current 3% LPT Reduction.

John outlined the consequences of cutting the Local Property Tax and the effect on the level of services provided by the Local Authority.  
John recommended an Increase of the full 15% for 2017.
Councillor S. Butler proposed and Councillor M. Carrigy seconded that a 3% reduction from the basic rate of the Local Property Tax be applied for 2017.  This in effect means no change from 2016.  

Councillor M. Casey proposed and Councillor M. Sexton seconded that a 15% reduction from the basic rate of the Local Property Tax be applied for 2017.

A vote was taken.

For 3% reduction
-
Councillors P. Brady, J. Browne, S. Butler, M. Cahill,





M. Carrigy, J. Duffy,
C. Murray, P. Nolan, P. O’Toole, 





P. Ross,  P.J. Reilly and G. Warnock.





Total  -  12
For 15% reduction
-
Councillors M. Casey and M. Sexton,






Total  -  2

Absent


-
Councillors G. Farrell, P. Loughrey, L. McEntire,





M. Mulleady,

The Cathaoirleach confirmed that a 3% reduction from the basic rate of the Local Property Tax be applied for 2017 -  no change from 2015.

Suspension of Standing Orders.
On the proposal of Councillor M. Sexton seconded by Councillor P. Nolan, it was unanimously agreed to suspend Standing Orders to allow for completion of the Agenda.

Recommendation from Longford Municipal District  -

It was agreed that the following recommendation from Longford Municipal District be considered at the Municipal District Draft Budgetary Plan  meetings.

“That the "Priming Grants Scheme" for the allocation of funding to private Residents 

Associations be re-instated.”
Meeting Dates.

Municipal District Meetings to consider draft Budgetary Plan for 2017.

On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor C. Murray, it was unanimously agreed that the Municipal District Meetings to consider draft Budgetary Plans for 2017 be held as follows  -

Granard Municipal District

-
Tuesday, 25th October 2016.

Longford Municipal District

-
Wednesday, 26th October 2016. 

Ballymahon Municipal District
-
Thursday, 27th  October 2016.  
Longford County Council Meeting to consider 2017 Budget.

On the proposal of Councillor P. Brady seconded by Councillor G. Warnock, it was unanimously agreed that the Longford County Council Meeting to consider the Draft Budget for 2017 be held on Monday, 28th November 2016 at 4.00 p.m

It was further agreed, on the proposal of Councillor P. Brady seconded by 

Councillor G. Warnock, that a Finance “In Committee” Meeting be held on Monday, 

21st November 2016.
ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, PLANNING, HUMAN RESOURCES & CORPORATE SERVICES, CULTURAL & RECREATIONAL SERVICES.

Planning Applications

The list of Planning Applications received since the last meeting of the Council was submitted and noted.

Minutes of Economic Development and Enterprise Strategic Policy Committee meeting held on the 30th May 2016.

The adopted Minutes of Economic Development and Enterprise Strategic 
Policy Committee meeting held on the 30th May 2016, as circulated, were noted.
Draft Longford Town and Environs Local Area Plan 2016 and proposed Variation 2 to the County Development Plan 2015-2021.

Ms. Aoife Moore, Executive Planner, gave a presentation outlining the provisions of the Chief Executive’s reports on submissions arising out of public consultation on the Draft Longford Town and Environs Local Area Plan and the proposed Variation no. 2 to the County Development Plan (To incorporate the provisions of the LAP and the Urban Regeneration and Housing Act).  
There were eight submissions received on the Draft Longford Town and Environs Local Area Plan and the changes proposed to the plan on foot of these submissions were -

· Inclusion of land at Templemichael within residential character area, subject to flood risk assessment

· Reinstatement of indicative road network for “Northern Environs” area (reverting to that which is currently in force)

· Clarification of Policy regarding the relationship between extant planning permissions and Residential 2 character areas

· Strengthening of proposed public realm strategy to include provisions for Camlin River and reference to existing cycle strategy for town

· Corrections and clarifications in SEA/AA documents (as circulated)

The recommendations were accepted and the Longford Town and Environs Local Area Plan was adopted on the proposal of Councillor G. Warnock and seconded by Councillor P. Nolan.  Councillor. M. Sexton abstained from the debate.  
There were four submissions arising out of the consultation on proposed variation No. 2 to the Longford County Development Plan 2015-2021 and the following recommendations were made on foot of these –

· Circulation of determination on screening for SEA and AA

· Clarification of incorporation of LAP into County Development Plan, replacing existing Appendix 1A

The recommendations were accepted and Variation No. 2 was  adopted on the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor P. Nolan. 

Recommendation from the Economic Development and Enterprise 
Strategic Policy Committee.

On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor C. Murray, it was unanimously agreed to adopt the following recommendation from the Economic 
Development and Enterprise 
Strategic Policy Committee -
"That an industrial expansion may be deemed eligible if it moves to a larger unit and results 
in increased job numbers but a retail expansion will still only be deemed eligible if it expands 
into a second location."

Notices of Motions.
Ireland’s Lakeland Brand.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Carrigy and seconded by Councillor M. Casey –

“That Longford County Council requests the Minister for Tourism to implement the "Ireland’s Lakeland Brand" as per the Programme for Government". 

It was agreed that a letter be forwarded to the Minister for Transport, Tourism & Sport and also to request adjoining counties to support this request to the Government.
Padraic Colum School in 2017.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor S. Butler and seconded b y Councillor P. Nolan  -

"That Longford County Council will play a leading role in establishing a Padraic Colum School in 2017."
The members agreed to Councillor Butler’s proposal and it was agreed to refer this item to the Arts and Heritage Sections.

GENERAL.

Correspondence.

None.

Civic Reception in honour of the 1966 National Football League Winning Team.

It was unanimously agreed that a Civic Reception be held to honour 1966 National Football League Winning Team  -  provisional date – 18th November 2016
Notice of Motion.

Garda Superintendent in Granard.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P.J. Reilly and seconded by Councillor M. Carrigy  -

"That Longford County Council writes to the Minister of Justice and Equality Tanaiste 

Francis Fitzgerald regarding the issue of there being no Superintendant appointed to the

Granard District and request that this position be filled immediately". 

It was agreed that a letter be forwarded to Minister Francis Fitzgerald.

VOTE OF SYMPATHY.
Councillor P. O’Toole proposed and Councillor M. Cahill seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Keegan family, Cloncullen, Ballymahon on the death of

Mary ‘Molly’ Keegan.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS.
Visit to Bord na Mona Wind Farm in Mount Lucas, Co. Offaly.

The Cathaoirleach informed the members that a visit is arranged for Wednesday, 
21st September 2016 to view Bord na Mona’s  Wind Farm at Mount Lucas.  Any members wishing to attend to contact Anne Lee. 

Survey of PRSI Options.
Councillor P.J. Reilly gave the results of the recent  ballot taken regarding PRSI options for local authority members and stated that LAMA will revert to Minister for Housing, Planning, Community & Local Government.
Representational Payments to Councillors.

B. Heslin informed the meeeting that members’ represetational payments will be paid forthnightly from the 21st October 2016.
  This concluded the business of the meeting.
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   Signed: _______________
               Anne Lee,

               Meetings Administrator.
Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on 
the 12th October 2016.
Signed: _______________

                  Cathaoirleach.
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